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MUSIC TO
THEIR EARS

ROCK
OF
AGES

The Killers know that guitar music
might be out of favour right now,
but they won’t let the “junk” win,
as Tiffany Bakker discovers

It’s Mendo
behaving badly
Ben Mendelsohn plays rogues well
but none as disturbingly normal as his
latest character, writes Vicky Roach
Ben Mendelsohn might have
Although the role would
been suddenly and somewhat
appear to be well outside his
belatedly embraced by
comfort zone, the actor says
Hollywood’s mainstream,
he wasn’t particularly daunted
but he’s not about to retire the
by the prospect of playing a
“Full Mendo” any time soon.
member of the royal family.
“I think I will get a couple
His role in the gritty British
more bites at the cherry,”
prison TV drama Starred Up
chuckles the 48-year-old actor.
(the performance that landed
“The classical period of
him the role in Joe Wright’s
that term — it was coined by
biopic) scared him much more.
(Melbourne comedian) Mick
“That’s easily the part I
Molloy, I don’t think I will
agonised over most, the one
be using it personally — is
that felt to me like the biggest
probably contained. But I
risk. And that was to do with
would hope that some of the
the old notion of going to
things I have been in talks
England and playing an
about will come to fruition.
English character,” he says.
And that should satisfy
Una further extends
those wanting to
the actor’s range.
experience that.”
The feature film
“The whole
Mendelsohn’s
debut of acclaimed
thing falls over
Emmy AwardAustralian theatre
unless you
have someone in
winning
director Benedict
there that is
performance in
Andrews explores
convincing”
the Netflix drama
some extremely
Bloodline, as the black
difficult emotional
sheep in a wealthy Florida
terrain, but despite the
family, recalls the raw, edgy
unconscionable nature of
charisma of some of his
what he does, Mendelsohn’s
unhinged early performances.
character is unnervingly
But Orson Krennic, his
sympathetic.
ambitious Imperial apparatchik
“My reading of it is that the
in the Star Wars spin-off, Rogue
whole thing falls over unless
One, was much more of a
you have someone in there
company man.
that is convincing in what he is
Audiences have yet to be
putting forward,” says the actor.
introduced to Mendelsohn’s
Mendelsohn has played
character in Steven Spielberg’s
killers, addicts, drug dealers
sci-fi thriller Ready Player One.
and even a man haunted by
But the “villain” he plays
an incestuous relationship
in Una, the story of a young
with his sister (Beautiful Kate.)
woman (Rooney Mara) who
Being cast as the lead
tracks down the man who
paedophile in Andrews’ Una
sexually abused her as a 13-year- didn’t cause him a moment’s
old, is disturbingly ordinary —
hesitation.
that’s the whole point of the
“I essentially have no more
psychological drama, based
qualms about it than building
on the acclaimed stage play
the Death Star and destroying
Blackbird by David Harrower.
an entire world,” he says.
And in his next high-profile
“It’s a piece of fiction.
project, Darkest Hour,
“But I get that as a viewing
Mendelsohn has been cast
experience, it’s very intense.”
against type as King George VI
to Gary Oldman’s Churchill.
SEE UNA OPENS TODAY
MHSE01Z01MA - V2

It’s a weird time for The Killers.
The musical landscape has
changed significantly since
the band released their most
recent album Battle Born in 2012;
rock music has been relegated
even further to the mainstream
backburner, and bona fide
stadium rock acts — save for
U2 and Coldplay — are an
endangered species.
“I felt the pressure,” says
singer Brandon Flowers, sitting
alongside drummer Ronnie
Vannucci Jr in a downtown
New York hotel.
“Even though we’re a better
band now than we were, you
start letting more and more
things in. The more I learn
about the history of music and
the more people I get introduced
to, the more I realise how much
greatness has already been
done and it makes you doubt
yourself a bit.”
Add to that the current state
of music and the band, who
recorded one of the best debut
albums ever in 2004’s Hot Fuss,
didn’t know where they fit.
“There’s always been junk
and good stuff; it’s just right
now the junk’s winning,” says
Flowers, plainly.
“There’s no home for rock
bands. Even just listening to the
rock radio station in Las Vegas

Rock on ...
Mark
Stoermer,
Brandon
Flowers,
Ronnie
Vannucci Jr
and Dave
Keuning.

and it’s just changed so much.
Ten years ago the songs that
I’m hearing on the radio
now wouldn’t have been
played on it.
“It’s so weird how
much it’s changed and
what rock music is or
isn’t any more. We
were so lucky to get in
the door when we did.”
As such, Flowers (who,
decked out in all-black and
slicked-back hair, currently
resembles the lithe offspring
of Johnny Cash), describes
the band’s long-awaited fifth
album Wonderful, Wonderful
as “heavier than anything
we’ve ever done”.
Drummer Vannucci Jr says
the singer brought in “50 or 60
song ideas”, many of which
were chucked out.
“It takes a lot of effort to write
a good song,” Flowers smiles.
“I’m no Martin Gore [of

“There’s always
been junk and good
stuff; right now the
junk’s winning”
BRANDON FLOWERS
ON THE MUSIC SCENE

Depeche Mode]. He writes
12 songs a year or something
crazy. There’s your album.”
(One Flowers-penned
tune, Mixed Signals, found
its way on to the Robbie
Williams album, The Heavy
Entertainment Show. “I was
happy for him to have it.”)
After a round of
“producer speed-dating”
the band settled on
influential Irish
producer Jacknife Lee,
who had previously
worked with U2,
The Cars and REM
— all bands The
Killers revere.
“He’s a believer
in rock’n’roll and he
knew that we were in
a rock’n’roll band, but
he’s also very aware
of what’s going on
today,” states
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DAN’S
THE MAN

Daniel Radcliffe struts his stuff on stage
in the next NT Live play to hit cinemas:
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead.
From Saturday. sharmillfilms.com.au
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FILMS from

Waverley
WE’RE FOR HAVING
A LAUGH

Cinema

$6.00

PHONE BOOKINGS ADVISED

9803 3671
9803 2911

Pinewood Shopping
Centre, Blackburn Rd,
Mount Waverley

LIKE : facebook.com/waverleycinema

THE PROMISE

NFT(M)

$10.00 TIX THU/FRI 1.45PM
6.30PM $ 8 . 0 0 T I X T H U / F R I
10AM 9.15PM

THE MUMMY

(M)

$6.00 TIX T H U 9 . 0 0 P M

MY COUSIN RACHEL

Brandon
Flowers has
developed
a thicker
skin now.

NFT(PG)

$6.00 TIX THU/FRI 3.45PM
$8.00 TIX THU/FRI 11.00AM
1.15PM 8.15PM

CHURCHILL

NFT(M)

$8.00 TIX

THU/FRI 10.15AM 3.15PM
6.00PM , FRI 8.30PM
$ 6 . 0 0 T I X THU 8.30PM

VICEROY'S HOUSE

(PG)

$6.00 TIX THU/FRI 4.15PM
$8.00 TIX THU/FRI 10.30AM
1.00PM 6.45PM
T H E Z O O K E E P E R ' S W I F E (M)

$6.00 TIX

THU/FRI 12.45PM

$8.00 TIX
THU/FRI
4.30PM 6.15PM

NFT(PG)

waverleycinema.com
for further session times & ticket prices

Vannucci Jr. “You can’t do what’s
done. It’s been done already.
So he was very sensitive to
that, and that helped us.”
Coming back together
was not without its challenges.
“There are moments that
feel like a happy birthday and
there are other moments that
feel like an uncomfortable
Thanksgiving,” says Flowers.
“It is exactly like a family;
but not a TV family, you know,”
smiles Vannucci Jr.
And in the spirit of stubborn
family dysfunction Flowers and
Vannucci Jr both admit they
would have preferred the
band not to have had five
years between drinks.
“Ideally, we would have
been working on Killers
records [all along] and
not done [solo albums],”
admits Flowers.
“It wasn’t an itch we
had to scratch,” adds
Vannucci Jr. “It was
more pragmatic than
that. Half the band
wanted to tour and
half the band wanted
a bit of a break.”
The band did
reconvene in late
2016 to play a
10th anniversary
show in their
hometown for
their polarising
second album,
Sam’s Town.
Upon its
release in
2006, the album
copped a critical
pasting, which
smacked, at
the time, of tall
poppy syndrome,
particularly
after the wildly
successful
Hot Fuss.
Flowers
admits the
backlash hurt.
“I’m like a
rhinoceros now,”
he says. “I didn’t
have skin like
that then — I was
tender then!”
“Any time you put
out something — and
we weren’t privy to this
at the time of [Sam’s
Town] — you have to
make sure you bring your
shield with your sword,”
adds Vannucci Jr.
More recently, The
Killers have had to contend
with a dig from The Strokes
guitarist Nick Valensi, who
revealed in a new book on the
insular New York underground
music scene of the early 2000s
that the downtown rockers

were “bitter” over The Killers’
success, particularly in regard
to the global smash that was
Mr Brightside.
“I don’t think he [Valensi]
meant anything bad by it,”
says Flowers, who has been
outspoken about other bands
in the past. “For us, it was just
right place at the right time.
“But [the song] Mr Brightside,
we’ve been pretty honest about
that, too. Without The Strokes,
I don’t even know if that song
would exist. They were a big
part of lighting a fire under us.”
These days, the boys from
Vegas count Bono, Elton John
and Paul McCartney among
their mates, a fact that Flowers
admits will “never feel natural”.
“We aren’t jaded,” he says.
“Vegas sounds glamorous and
glitzy but it’s like being from
some weird country town.

“You have to make
sure you bring
your shield with
your sword”
R O N N I E VA N N U C C I J R
ON CRITICISM

BALWYN

231 WHITEHORSE RD

9817 1277

A QUIET PASSION (PG) • THU 11:00, 1:30, 4:00, 6:10, 8:45 TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT (PG) •
THU 12:45, 3:15, 6:00, 8:40 ROUGH NIGHT (MA15+) THU 12:30, 5:00, 9:30 CARS 3 (G) • # THU 9:15,
11:30, 12:40, 6:20 THE PROMISE (M) • THU 11:15, 3:30, 9:30 CHURCHILL (M) THU 2:00, 4:15, 6:40, 8:50
DESPICABLE ME 3 (PG) • # THU 9:30, 11:00, 11:30, 1:30, 6:30 WONDER WOMAN (M) THU 12:50, 3:40,
6:45, 9:10 MY COUSIN RACHEL (PG) THU 10:30, 1:40, 3:50, 6:15, 8:30 VICEROY'S HOUSE (PG) THU 2:10,
4:30, 6:50, 8:40 NERUDA (MA15+) THU 2:10, 9:30PM NORMAN (M) THU 11:50AM THE MUMMY (M)
THU 10:30, 3:45, 9:00PM THE SENSE OF AN ENDING (M) THU 2:45, 7:10 THE ZOOKEEPER'S WIFE (M)
THU 10:00AM THEIR FINEST (M) THU 4:20 THINGS TO COME (M) THU 9:15AM WHITNEY: CAN I BE
ME (M) THU 10:30AM 20TH CENTURY WOMEN (M) THU 9:30, 7:00PM

DENDY BRIGHTON

26 CHURCH ST

9592 7815

TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT (PG) • THU 12:30, 3:40, 6:20, 9:00 DESPICABLE ME 3 (PG) • # THU
9:00, 12:00, 4:00, 6:40 ROUGH NIGHT (MA15+) THU 11:00, 1:20, 9:20 THE MUMMY (M) THU 9:45,
3:00, 8:30PM WONDER WOMAN (M) THU 12:10, 3:30, 6:15, 9:10 CARS 3 (G) • # THU 9:15, 10:15, 1:15,
6:10 CHURCHILL (M) THU 11:00, 4:40, 6:50 BAYWATCH (MA15) THU 2:15 NORMAN (M) THU 8:50PM

BRIGHTON BAY

294 BAY ST

9596 3590

A QUIET PASSION (PG) • THU 11:00, 12:45, 3:20, 6:00, 8:40 UNA (M) • THU 1:30, 4:30, 9:00PM MY
COUSIN RACHEL (PG) THU 1:40, 4:00, 6:15, 8:30 THE PROMISE (M) • THU 3:45, 8:45 VICEROY'S HOUSE
(PG) THU 10:30, 2:00, 6:45 20TH CENTURY WOMEN (M) THU 11:20 NERUDA (MA15+) THU 11:10, 6:30

WESTGARTH

89 HIGH ST NORTHCOTE

9482 2001

A QUIET PASSION (PG) • THU 1:20, 4:00, 6:30, 8:50 TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT (PG) • THU 10:00,
3:20, 6:00, 9:00 CARS 3 (G) • # THU 9:30, 11:30, 1:30, 6:10 DESPICABLE ME 3 (PG) • # THU 9:30,
11:40, 2:00, 6:40 MY COUSIN RACHEL (PG) THU 11:00, 1:00, 3:50, 9:10 WONDER WOMAN (M) THU
9:20, 3:40, 8:20 20TH CENTURY WOMEN (M) THU 12:00PM NERUDA (MA15) THU 2:20, 8:30 WHITNEY:
CAN I BE ME (M) THU 4:30PM

COMO

CNR TOORAK RD & CHAPEL ST STH YARRA

9827 7533

A QUIET PASSION (PG) • THU 10:00, 12:40, 3:20, 6:00, 8:40 UNA (M) • THU 11:00, 2:00, 4:20, 6:30, 9:00
20TH CENTURY WOMEN (M) THU 2:10 CHURCHILL (M) THU 1:40, 4:00, 6:20, 8:45PM MY COUSIN
RACHEL (PG) THU 1:30, 3:50, 6:40, 8:30 THE PROMISE (M) • THU 11:10, 4:10, 9:10 VICEROY'S HOUSE
(PG) THU 11:50, 4:40, 7:00PM NERUDA (MA15+) THU 1:50, 6:50 NORMAN (M) THU 9:15PM THE
ZOOKEEPER'S WIFE (M) THU 10:50AM WHITNEY: CAN I BE ME (M) THU 11:15AM
45 COLLINS ST CITY

9650 2100

So these people that we revere;
it doesn’t matter if you have
lunch with them a couple of
times or you get an email, it’s
still not normal.”
As such, Flowers says being
a recent witness to one of U2’s
30th anniversary Joshua Tree
shows was an emotional
experience.
“The music starts for Where
The Streets Have No Name and
there were people around me
who knew who I was and I had
to stop myself from crying. It
was cool to be there.”
Flowers is also a fan of
Australian music. “I love Alex
Cameron, and through Alex I’ve
been introduced to Jack Ladder
and Kirin J Callinan. That stuff
excites me.”
The band is keen to get
back to Australia, if only “for
a minute” for the AFL Grand
Final in September (a tour is
in the works for 2018), adding
that the links between the
Las Vegans and our country
are strong.
Bass player Mark Stoermer
has dual-citizenship (his dad’s
an Aussie) and Vannucci Jr’s
mum went to high school here
(they also love avocado toast,
the Sydney Botanical Gardens,
and the Australian Open tennis,
among many other things).

KINO’S 30TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS START TOMORROW! •
MONSIEUR CHOCOLAT (M) • @ - FRI 6:00PM SECRET SCRIPTURE (M) • @ - FRI 8:40PM
A QUIET PASSION (PG) • THU 10:00, 12:40, 3:15, 5:50, 8:30 TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT (PG) •
THU 10:00, 6:00, 8:40 UNA (M) • THU 10:45, 3:20, 3:45, 6:20, 9:00 ROUGH NIGHT (MA15) • THU 11:00,
3:30, 8:45 CHURCHILL (M) THU 10:20, 3:40, 6:00 MY COUSIN RACHEL (PG) THU 10:00, 1:00, 5:40
WONDER WOMAN (M) THU 12:15, 3:10, 5:45, 8:00 20TH CENTURY WOMEN (M) THU 3:10PM NERUDA
(MA15) THU 1:15PM THE MUMMY (M) THU 12:45 THE PROMISE (M) • THU 10:20, 1:00, 8:20PM
VICEROY'S HOUSE (PG) THU 1:10PM

• NO FREE TICKETS @ PREVIEWS #$13 TICKETS

HEAR THE MAN (UNIVERSAL) IS OUT
NOW. WONDERFUL WONDERFUL IS
OUT SEPTEMBER 22
V1 - MHSE01Z02MA

