There’s no
place like home,
according to
Australian
supermodel
Miranda Kerr,
who chose this
Malibu home to
share with her
young son.
By Tiffany Bakker
Photographed by
Nick Hudson
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LIVING IN MALIBU,
CALIFORNIA.
Miranda Kerr in the entryway to the lower
garden of her Malibu home. The antique gate,
made of hand-carved Indonesian teak with
cast bronze handles, is from Berbere World
Imports. OPPOSITE PAGE: in the living
room, the model sits in front of an artwork by
Damien Hirst. The custom-made sofa and
throw pillows are covered in fabric by
Michael Jon Designs. Details, last pages.
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The white walls and vaulted
ceiling create a sense of space in
the light-filled living room, which
offers sweeping views of the Pacific
Ocean. The fireplace surround is
made of chiseled limestone bricks
by Ann Sacks; the stone boulders
on the hearth are from the home’s
original mid-century design. Kerr
had the brass butterfly closure on
the TV cabinet custom-made to tie
in with the Damien Hirst art
piece. The Palecek pendant light is
made of core rattan and natural
rope. OPPOSITE PAGE: the
Kenas weathered-oak coffee table
from HD Buttercup is made of
recycled wood. Sitting atop the
Indonesian reclaimed teak root
cube side table from Berbere World
Imports is a 29cm ‘Flower Vase’
from the Miranda Kerr for Royal
Albert collection, holding some fan
leaves cut from the garden. The
rug is a long-time favourite of
Kerr’s, which she brought over
from her New York apartment.

MIRANDA KERR

likes to make sure her house is in order — literally and figuratively.
“I’ve had the house feng-shuied, I’ve had it blessed, I’ve had
it doused, I’ve had it checked for electromagnetic fields, I ‘sage’
all the time,” she confides with a smile, kicking back in a hammock on the deck
of her light-filled three-bedroom Malibu home.
After close to a decade in New York, the Australian model and businesswoman
moved to Malibu just over a year ago, so she and her four-year-old son, Flynn, could
have a bit of space — a luxury she didn’t feel was attainable living in Manhattan.
“I do love New York, but I feel like having Flynn, it’s important for him to have
outdoor space and room to play,” she explains. “In the mornings, he likes to go up
and look at the garden and see what strawberries might have grown, or he likes to
ride his scooter around or swim in the pool or jump on the trampoline. It’s not
a lifestyle we could have in New York.”
Built in 1960, the property also boasts a guesthouse and a pool house but remains
surprisingly understated and incredibly homey. Kerr says she wanted something
relaxed — and something that reminded her of her childhood in Australia.
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The grand piano in the living room, for example, is an homage to her beloved
grandmother, Ann, who taught a young Miranda to play.
“When I first looked at the home, I liked the fact that it felt tranquil, and that it had
such a beautiful view,” she says, gesturing towards the majestic blue of the Pacific
Ocean.“I wanted it to be like a private little oasis where I could come and feel like
I could escape from the world and rejuvenate, because I travel a lot. When I come
home, I really want to be able to disconnect from everything outside of these walls.”
(As part of Kerr’s ‘disconnect’ ethos, the home’s Wi-Fi is used only sparingly; the
rest of the time it’s switched off.)
Kerr created a vision board for how she wanted the house to look and, with
assistance from Los Angeles-based interior designer Nan Meltzer, undertook a major
renovation, knocking out walls and extending the deck. “Nan helped deliver my vision,”
she says. “I’m very specific in what I want — basically for the outside and the inside to
meet, and for the home to be a place where family and friends felt they could drop by.
“Here I always have people staying with me. I like that people know that they can
come by and just hang out,” she explains. “They can make themselves at home.” ››

“When I come
home, I really want
to disconnect from
everything outside
these walls”

The lounge seating on
the front deck, off the living
and dining areas, RIGHT,
is a custom-made redwood
sectional with Sunbrella
fabric pillows. The hanging
metal lantern and the table
— actually a hanging Indian
teak bed — are both from
Berbere World Imports.
BELOW: The pool still has
the original 1960s Malibu
tiles. “Flynn and I are in the
pool almost every day we’re
home,” Kerr says. “The water
is so tranquil and calming for
us both.” OPPOSITE PAGE:
Kerr had her ‘Hampshire’
bath installed in her bedroom.
“For me, the bedroom should
be a romantic and luxurious
space,” she explains,“so
integrating a freestanding
bathtub with my rose-quartz
crystal enabled me to achieve
that in a simple way.” The
butterfly rug was custom
made using 100 per cent
natural materials.

‹‹ And that invitation extends to Flynn’s little friends. “I love kids running around here.
It makes me so happy when his friends come over,” Kerr says. “I love cooking for them.
I love seeing their excited little faces.”
Indeed, Kerr loves to cook — she believes the open kitchen is “the heart” of the home.
“That’s where everyone congregates. People can sit on the stools and talk to me while
I’m cooking.” When she’s entertaining, she’ll ship in her favourite Australian organic
wine in advance and on the day, she’ll get up early and put on her signature dish —
roast chicken in lemon, garlic, turmeric and rosemary — before guests arrive. “I like to
make sure everything is prepared before people come over so that when they’re here,
they can just relax,” she says. “Everything I do has an intention and it’s so intertwined.”
It’s a mantra she carries over into her business life, whether it’s via her successful
skincare line, Kora Organics, or through her recent design work: a collection of
charm-based necklaces, bracelets and earrings with Swarovski, and a sorbet-coloured
collection of fine bone china teaware with Royal Albert. (A new Miranda Kerr for
Royal Albert glass gift collection will be available in Australia in March 2016.)
The association with Royal Albert is one that’s close to Kerr’s heart. Growing up,
she remembers being besotted by her grandmother’s Royal Albert tea set. “It only came
out on special occasions,” she recalls. For Kerr, these memories are not necessarily
about the cups and saucers themselves, but about the experience and the ritual of it.
“I like it when something has a meaning behind it, and that’s the same with my
house,” she explains. “It’s not just that it looks good aesthetically, but vibrationally
it feels good; energetically it feels good. It has a really good intention behind it.”
As for what makes a home, Kerr insists the answer is simple. “The people, my son
and the love we share — that’s what makes it a home,” she says with a smile.
“That’s what makes me happy. VL
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“I love kids
running around
here. I love
cooking for
them and seeing
their excited
little faces”

“I like it when something
has a meaning behind it,
and that’s the same way
with my house”

A custom-made baby
grand piano and stool by the
Crystal Music Company in the
Netherlands glistens in an area
next to the dining room. The vase
atop the piano is the 20cm ‘Rose
Bowl’ from the Miranda Kerr for
Royal Albert collection; the wall
sconce is from Circa Lighting.
OPPOSITE PAGE: the redwood
deck wraps around the entire
west side of the house. “The space
allows me to have an outdoor
living area,” says Kerr, “which is
a must for me because I love
being out in nature.” The
Indonesian teak daybed in the
background is from Berbere
World Imports; the hammock is
a gift from a friend: “It’s where
Flynn and I like to curlup and
watch the sun set over the ocean.”
Details last pages.

TO WATCH THE FULL INTERVIEW
WITH MIRANDA KERR, VISIT
VOGUELIVING.COM.AU.

Styling by Chloe and Marie-Lou
Bartoli. Hair by David Keough.
Make-up by Lisa Storey.

